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Iwerne Minster 
 

Snow Code and Patrols 
 

Rationale 

As a result of the very bad winter of 2010 the Iwerne Minster Parish Council has set up the 
following Snow Code, the aim is to ensure that villagers can be reached by emergency 
services.  Footpaths will be cleared to provide pedestrian access.  Vehicles should leave the 
village by the A350.  All traffic will be steered away from Tower Hill as this will not be gritted 
by Dorset District Council. 

Anyone can clear snow and ice from the pavement outside their home or public spaces to 
prevent slips and falls.  Follow the Snow Code to clear snow and ice safely. 

 

Priority Routes and Paths  [see map on page 3] 

1. Emergency access routes [blue ] 

a. Higher Street [from the War Memorial to Church Hill], and 

b. Post Office Road and Watery Lane [from “the Talbot” to the Glebe, including “The 
Chalk”]. 

2. Footpaths to access Village Facilities, i.e. shop [green ] 

a. Tower Hill [from Church Hill to Miles Field], 
b. Dunns Lane [from Tower Hill to “The Cottage”], 
c. Home Farm [from Tower Hill to “Keepers Cottage”], 
d. Church Hill, Church Path, and Church Road, 
e. Old School Lane, 
f. Hobgoblin, and 
g. Shute Lane. 

3. Other roads and paths 

 

“1” and “2” will be dealt with by the Snow Patrols while “3” will be the responsibility of 
residents from the areas concerned.  The village does not have the resources to do every 
single street/path, this means that certain areas which are less dangerous or less used will 
have to support themselves. 

 

Liability 

A Bill to provide immunity from prosecution or civil action for persons who have removed or 
attempted to remove snow from public places is currently being considered by Parliament. 

Until this is passed and becomes law it is currently being held that as long as people are not 
considered negligent, i.e. by pouring hot water on ice that then freezes, then this work can 
be done without fear of prosecution. 
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Do not be put off clearing paths because you’re afraid someone will get injured.  Remember, 
people walking on snow and ice have a responsibility to be careful. 

 

Safety 

Think about your own safety first – 

·  Wear suitable warm clothes, gloves, hat and footwear with a good grip. 

·  Wear bright colours so that you are visible to traffic – high visibility clothing is best. 

·  Be aware of traffic around you and that vehicles may skid and slide on ice and snow. 

Follow the advice in the Snow Code to make sure you clear any pathways safely and 
effectively. 

 

Snow Patrols 

Groups of volunteers have put their names down on a Snow Patrol list, which is held by 
Bernie Hart [Village Shop] and Lucy Meadows [Willowbank, Post Office Road].  These 
volunteers will provide the village’s initial response when snow is forecast and the weather 
worsens. 

 

Early warning system 

An early warning system is being implemented to ensure that the Snow Patrol teams are 
activated and that sufficient helpers are available when the need arises.  The “Dorset For 
You” web site is being monitored so that an email can be circulated throughout the village, 
warning helpers that they might be needed.  If that warning becomes a reality then helpers 
will be called by telephone as part of a cascade system. 

 

Equipment 

·  Warm, brightly coloured clothing is essential. 

·  Snow Patrol volunteers are asked bring a shovel with them and, if possible, 
wheelbarrow. 

·  Green grit bins have been provided at key locations throughout the village. 

·  A grit/salt spreader [broadcaster] has been made available by Cllr Rob Smith 
[811796]. 

 

Appendices 

A. Notes for Guidance 

B. Team Contact List 
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Priority Routes and Paths 

 

Blue  – Emergency access Green – Footpaths to access Village Facilities, i.e. shop 



���������	
����
��
�����

�

����� � ���� � �

�

Snow Code 
 

Advice to villagers not involved in official Snow P atrol work 

 

 

·  Clear the snow and ice early in the day 

It is easier to move fresh, loose snow rather than hard snow that has packed together 
from people walking on it, so Snow Patrols will start as early as possible in the 
morning.  If the top layer of snow is removed in the morning, any sunshine during the 
day will help melt ice beneath.  Paths can then be covered before nightfall with salt to 
stop it refreezing again overnight. 

 

·  Preventing slips 

Pay extra attention to clearing snow and ice from s teps and steep pathways – 
you might need to use more salt on these areas 

Do not make the pathways more dangerous by causing them to refreeze.  If you use 
water to melt the snow, it may refreeze and turn to black ice.  Black ice increases the 
risk of injuries as it is invisible and very slippery. 

You can melt snow or prevent black ice by spreading some salt on the area you have 
cleared.  You can use ordinary table or dishwasher salt – a tablespoon for each 
square metre you clear should work.  Do not use the salt found in the village’s green 
grit bins – this will be needed to keep the roads clear. 

Be careful not to spread salt on plants or grass as it may damage them. 

If you do not have enough salt, you can also use sand or ash.  These will not stop the 
path icing over as effectively as salt but will provide good grip underfoot. 

 

·  Take care where you move the snow  

When you are shovelling snow, take care where you put it so it does not block 
people’s paths or drains.  Make sure you make a path down the middle of the area to 
be cleared first, so you have a clear surface to walk on.  Then shovel the snow from 
the centre of the path to the sides. 

 


